
 

CAN Art & Design, Summer 2018 Internship Description 

 
CAN Art & Design, a subsidiary program of Community Action Network, is a free after school 

art program offered to students throughout Washtenaw County.   Introduced in 2016 at Mitchell 

Elementary School in Ann Arbor, CAN Art & Design has served over 570 students, and has expanded 

to six locations in its first two years.  In 2018 CAN Art & Design purchased a Ford Transit van for 

conversion into a mobile, community art studio.  Throughout the summer semester of 2018 my 

internship consisted of research and development for the art mobile programming.  

Community collaboration is at the heart of the art mobile’s purpose, and the beginning half of 

my internship was dedicated to reaching out to schools, organizations, parents, and children to better 

understand how a mobile art studio could support their educational needs. I surveyed over 30 

participants, converting the results into data CAN will use to apply to grants for future funding, and 

drive the art mobile’s programming. Upon completion, I presented this data to the CAN Art & Design 

Advisory council, growing my skills in visual presentations and public speaking. These surveys also 

served as the initial contact in relationship building with Title 1 schools and community organizations 

we hope to partner with in the future once the project officially launches.  This process refined my 

listening skills, as well as taught me the value of positive community outreach. 

Working on the physical conversion of the van I developed research skills in finding 

appropriate storage systems and local companies to complete the job, compiling a list of quotes for 

the Ford Transit.  I was responsible for drafting the initial design for the conversion, growing my skills 

in utilizing available resources and my prior knowledge in the field of art education. During this 

process I was able to secure a group of local woodworkers to create a custom outfit for the van at no 

cost as a community service project, exercising my skills as a communicator and collaborator.  

In addition, I have used my project planning skills to create a proposal which will guide the 

launch of a Youth Arts Committee to participate in the planning and implementation of workshops 

held out of the art mobile.  Overall, through this internship I have acquired skills in organization, data 

collecting, and computer processing systems.  I was able to apply my knowledge of nonprofits, 

budgeting, grant writing, and project planning learned in my LEAP coursework, and adapt them as 

needed in the real world of arts administration.  As the point person for all things art mobile, I was 

able to grow valuable leadership skills while working closely with the Art & Design team and our local 

community.  
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